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ment; they have borrowed from it its promise of a
new and good time at hand, bnt they insist on the
immediate redemption of the pledge, and they utterly
refuse to wait until a popular majority gives effect to
their opinions. Nor would the vote of such a ma-
jority have the least authority with them, if it sanc-
tioned any departure from their principles. It is
possible, and indeed likely, that if the Russians voted
by universal suffrage to-morrow, they would confirm
the Imperial authority by enormous majorities ; but
not a bomb nor an ounce of dynamite would be
spared to the reigning Emperor by the Nihilists.
The Irreconcileables are of course at feud with
governments of the older type, but these govern-
ments make no claim to their support; on the other
hand, they are a portion of the governing body of
democratic commonwealths, and from this vantage
ground they are able to inflict deadly injury on
popular government. There is in reality no closer
analogy than between these infant political creeds
and the belligerent religions which are constantly
springing up even now in parts of the world; for
instance, that of the Tae-pings in China. Even in
our own country we may observe that the earliest
political Irreconcileables were religious or semi-
religious zealots. Such were both the Independents
and the Jacobites. Cromwell, who for many striking
reasons might have been a personage of a much later